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“How many sports can we play all our 
life, and of those, how many can we 
enjoy alongside friends and family? 
For myself and the professionals of 
the PGA of BC - Golf tops that list! It’s 
why I’m encouraging you and your 
foursome to lend your support, as BC’s 
dedicated professionals tee it up to do 
their part in helping find a cure. As an 
avid golfer, I couldn’t get to the tee box 
quick enough to become a part of the 
hugely successful PGA of BC Golfathon 
for ALS as its Ambassador. My friend’s 
mom is battling ALS so raising funds 
for patient services is near to my heart. 
Let’s unite and get behind the PGA of 
BC and its dedicated professionals. 
Thank you for your support....now let’s 
hit the links!”

“On behalf of the Association, I am 
extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for 
ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of 
BC patient services. Throughout our 
14 years of participation, the efforts 
of countless Golf Professionals 
and Volunteers have helped raise 
over $1.8 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands 
of individuals throughout British 
Columbia affected by this deadly 
disease. I am confident that with the 
continued support of our members, 
2020 will be yet another successful 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Jay Janower, Sports 
Anchor/Reporter, 
Global News BC

PGA of BC 
Golfathon for ALS 
Ambassador

Donald Miyazaki, 
Executive Director, 
Professional Golfers’ 
Association



THE PGA OF BC GOLFATHON FOR ALS
During the month of June, golf professionals play from sunrise to sunset, in 
support of those living with ALS. This year, over 30 golf courses participated in 
another successful event. The ALS Society of BC would like to thank each goler 
for participating, and helping make a difference in the lives of individuals affected 
by ALS. Thank you for lending your muscles to those who are losing the abilitiy to 
use their own.

2019 GOLF COURSES AND PARTICIPANTS
Arbutus Ridge Golf Club - Jayme Young, Andrew Hajer & Arthur Brown
Beach Grove Golf Club - Brent Derrheim, Jordan Rodda, Jeff Norris & Jon 
Hwang 
Bear Mountain Resort Community - Chris Currie, Jeremy Estey, Cailean 
Hourigan, Isaac Morris, Bill Stafford & Keith Walsh
Copper Point Golf Club - Scott McClain, Brian Schaal, Dennis Bradley, Dale 
Moore & Kevin Bennett
Cowichan Golf Course - Norm Jackson & Gianpierro Denomme
Crown Isle Golf Course - Rod Prieto & Evan Webber  
Fairview Mountain Golf Club - Mike Fredericks, Thierry Martine, Rob Tadey & 
Justin Brandt
Fernie Golf Club - Kenny Maki 
Gallagher’s Canyon Golf Club - Lee Alarie & Jason Jurimae
Glacier Greens Golf Course - Bill Kelly, Brian Wise & Nick Torrie
Highland Pacific Golf Course - Jeff Palmer & Callum Ashby
Hirsch Creek Golf & Winter Club - Dan Martin & Winston Michell
Kamloops Golf & Country Club - Alec Hubert & Brett Burgeson
Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club - Brian Coe & Nicole Jordan
McCleery Golf Academy - Dan Axford & Will Tyldesley, with helpers Kim Cooper 
& Jason Smith
Mount Brenton Golf Course - Jan Best, Emily Adams & Eric Butson
Mount Paul Golf Course - Dan Latin, Rick Shick, Brian Wornstaff, Brett 
Greenman & Dakota Nettles
Quilchena Golf & Country Club - Victor Vianzon, John Vu, Jay Zhang & Nancy 
Chow, with helpers Jim Gordon & Brian Oseki
Richmond Country Club - Robbie Woods, Graham Ogden & Dan Yoon



Seymour Golf & Country Club - Dale Schienbein, Lenny Cyr & staff
Skeena Valley Golf & Country Club - Germain Francoeur 
Spallumcheen Golf & Country Club - Addison Lovsin
St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino - Cindy Soukoroff, Chris Medford & Michael 
Pearson
Surrey Golf Course - Mark Gamache & Derek Whipple
Talking Rock Golf Course - Nathan Grieve & Harris Stoneman
The Okanagan Golf Club - Lee Ranger, Connor Kozak, Austin Bosquet, Sam 
DeSira & James Grassie
The Rise Golf Course - Mike Van Horne & Chad Scott
Uplands Golf Club - Michelle McCann, Ian Stone, Justin Clews & Ben Griffin 
Vancouver Golf Club - Mike Heenan, Grant Gray, Bob McCusker & Dean Kuntz
Williams Lake Golf & Tennis Club - Morgan Day & Dayton Long
Windermere Valley Golf Course - Michael Midyette, Scott Lawlor, Jack 
Nordquist & Ryan Sorensen



GOLFBC
Golf-a-thon for ALS
July 7, 2019

June saw lots of success with the PGA 
of BC Golf-a-thon for ALS!

• Leading the way was Arbutus Ridge 
where professionals Jayme Young, 
Andy Hajer, and Arthur Brown golfed 
100 holes each with a combined 44 
birdies 

• Next up was Brian Coe and Nicole 
Jordan from Mayfair Lakes/Head Office 
who, with a 4:30am start, completed a 
total of 175 holes each 

• The following day, Gallagher’s Canyon team of Lee Alarie and Jason Jurimae 
managed to get 63 holes in before the inclement weather (including a WILD hail 
storm) rolled in 

• Okanagan Golf Club’s Lee Ranger, Austin Bosquet, and Conner Kozak will take 
their turn July 10 

Thank you for your support, and if you missed out and would like to donate it’s 
not too late!     

THE DRIVE FM
Columbia Valley golf pros hit the links for ALS fundraiser
June 18, 2019
Golf pros in the Columbia Valley are pulling off a marathon golf game for ALS.

The Golfathon for ALS is happening at over 30 golf courses across the province 
this month and next.

Five pros with the Copper Valley Golf Club are on the course from sunrise to 
sunset Tuesday raising money for the ALS Society of BC.

Pros at the Windermere Valley Golf Course already hit the links for the cause 
Monday.

The fundraiser will be held at St Eugene Golf Resort and Casino June 27th and 
the Fernie Golf Club July 2nd.



ARBUTUS RIDGE GOLF COURSE
Cowichan’s pros hit the links for ALS
Cowichan Valley Citizen | June 26, 2019

Pros at two Cowichan Valley 
courses golfed hundreds of holes 
on June 13 and 14 to raise funds 
through the Golfathon for ALS.

On June 13, Andrew Hajer, Jayme 
Young and Arthur Brown took to 
the links at Arbutus Ridge at 7 
p.m. Just over 12 hours later, they 
called it a day, collectively golfing 
300 holes for a total score of 
1,293, including 44 birdies.

“We are very proud to be able 
to do our part to help fight this horrible disease,” Hajer said. “Our members and 
community really support us and the event every year. It’s a long, tiring day, but 
it’s all worth it.”

For more information, visit golfathonforals.com



BEACH GROVE GOLF CLUB
Beach Grove foursome to tackle ALS golfathon this year
Delta Optimist | June 13, 2019

Photo by Ian Jacques

A foursome will take to the links of the 
Beach Grove Golf Club next week in 
support of the ALS Society of BC.

Long-time supporters of the PGA of BC 
Golfathon for ALS, Beach Grove head 
professional Brent Derrheim will be 
joined by assistant pro Jordan Rodda 
and members Jeff Norris and Jon Hwang. 
They will golf from sunrise to sunset on 
Thursday, June 20 to raise funds and 
awareness for the important cause in the 
14th annual event.

Derrheim was one of the first from Beach 
Grove to take on the challenge many years 
ago, while club pros Shaun Lundy and 
Cory Rudston-Brown have followed in his 
footsteps the past few years. This year will 

be the first time members from the club will participate on the course, although as 
Derrheim points out, the membership support over the years has been fantastic 
in everything from fundraising to supporting the golfers on the course with 
refreshments and encouragement.

Derrheim and Rodda plan to tee it up early with Norris and Hwang starting 
around 7 a.m.

“They will likely play five to six rounds, but they want to walk. Jordan and I 
will be in carts so we can get in as many rounds as possible,” said Derrheim. 
“This year is going to be no different in terms of the membership support. 
Everyone gets behind this cause as it has touched the lives of so many 
members here, so that’s why the participation level is really high.”

Derrheim said they hope to raise at least $15,000. Donations can be made at: 
www.golfathonforals.com or at the pro shop.

“We want to encourage more online donations because you can track the 
total,” said Rodda. “I’ve never done a golf-a-thon before. I’ve done other 



fundraisers for other causes. I was around last year when Shaun did it, so I 
saw what he went through, but I think we’re ready.” 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects a person’s motor neurons 
that carry messages to the muscles, resulting in weakness and wasting in the 
arms, legs, mouth, throat and elsewhere. There is no known cause or cure 
yet, but there is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends and caregivers.



BEAR MOUNTAIN RESORT COMMUNITY
Bear Mountain Resort Community Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 10, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as many 
holes as possible.

Bear Mountain Resort Community

On July 8th, Chris Currie, Jeremy Estey, 
Cailean Hourigan, Isaac Morris, and 
Bill Stafford hosted their Golfathon from 
5:10AM to 4:30PM. 

During their Golfathon members 
supported the squad as they golfed. 
Members who lived close by would 
yell out from their patios to pledge 
donation amounts, and others gave them 
homemade cupcakes. By the end of their 

Golfathon they golfed 500 holes in total, which included one eagle and 47 birdies.

“We picked July 8th for this year’s Golfathon for Bear Mountain, as this would 
have been my dad’s 79th birthday, who lost his battle with ALS just over 
five years ago,” said Chris Currie, Sales Manager at Bear Mountain Resort 
Community. 

“The day was quite special with perfect weather, the golf courses in amazing 
condition, and the overwhelming support and donations from our Members, 
Associates, and the public.  

“Donations are still rolling in and we are on target to meet our fundraising goal 
which is very exciting. A special shout out again to our Bear Mountain ownership 
who continues to generously support our cause, to our Member Bill Stafford who 
not only joined me as a non-professional to play all day… but also raised over 
$6K for the cause. I would also like to mention another member Keith Walsh who 
donated $2,000 before his round that day, and then proceeded to shoot a hole-in-
one during his round… unbelievable. 



“Finally a thank you to our media spokesperson Jay Janower for spreading the 
word, as well as Brady Stoddard with Platform Sales for generously providing 
Cutter & Buck uniforms for all of us,” he said.

“I’ve said this before but we hope that we can choose another cause to play 100 
holes for down the road when a cure for this disease is found… but until then the 
Bear Mountain Team looks forward to another PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS in 
2020.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 





COPPER POINT GOLF CLUB
Copper Point Golf Club Golfathon for ALS
BCTV Kootenays | May 17, 2019
Copper Point Golf Club Golfathon for ALS

During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

The Copper Point Golf Club is one of over 30 golf courses located across BC 
participating in the 14th Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.

Golfathon Date: June 18, 2019

Golfers: Scott McClain, Brian Schaal, Dennis Bradley, Dale Moore & Kevin 
Bennett

“On behalf of the Association, I am extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of BC patient 
services,” says Donald Miyazaki, Executive Director of the PGA of BC.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless Golf 
Professionals and Volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout British Columbia 
affected by this deadly disease. I am confident that with the continued support of 
our members, 2019 will be yet another successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

“How many sports can we play all our life, and of those, how many can we enjoy 
alongside friends and family? For myself and the professionals of the PGA of BC 
- Golf tops that list! It’s why I’m encouraging you and your foursome to lend your 
support, as BC’s dedicated professionals tee it up to do their part in helping find 
a cure. As an avid golfer, I couldn’t get to the tee box quick enough to become a 
part of the hugely successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS as its Ambassador. 
My friend’s mom is battling ALS so raising funds for patient services is near to my 
heart. Let’s unite and get behind the PGA of BC and its dedicated professionals. 
Thank you for your support....now let’s hit the links!” - Jay Janower, Sports 
Anchor/Reporter, Global News BC

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to 



five years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there 
is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC.

Please Donate. www.golfathonforals.com

Copper Point pros ready for Golfathon for ALS
E-Know | May 23, 2019

Invermere’s Copper Point Golf Club 
is one of over 30 golf courses located 
across B.C. participating in the 14th 
annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS on 
June 18.

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as 

many holes as possible.

Golfers Scott McClain, Brian Schaal, Dennis Bradley, Dale Moore and Kevin 
Bennett will represent Copper Point.

“On behalf of the Association, I am extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 



involvement with the Golfathon for 
ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of 
BC patient services,” said Donald 
Miyazaki, Executive Director of the 
PGA of BC. “Throughout our 13 years 
of participation, the efforts of countless 
golf professionals and volunteers 
have helped raise over $1.6 million. 
The program has assisted tens of 
thousands of individuals throughout 
British Columbia affected by this 
deadly disease. I am confident that 
with the continued support of our members, 2019 will be yet another successful 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC.

Please donate.  www.golfathonforals.com

Marathon golf day for ALS support
The Columbia Valley Pioneer | June 1, 2019
A team from Copper Point Golf Club will once again be participating in the 
Golfathon for ALS. Five golf pros will golf from sunrise to sunset to support those 
living with ALS and help raise awareness. Scott McClain, Brian Schaal, Dennis 
Bradley, Dale Moore and Kevin Bennett will be teaming up for this year’s event.

Added up, “We’re at about 104 years of accumulated experience as professional 
members of the PGA,” Mr. McClain remarked. “For the ALS day, this is a great 
chance for us to spend a bit of time together and make some swings.”

Copper Point Golf Club photo



Copper Point Golf Club has 
participated in the ALS Golfathon 
every year since 2007. In that time, 
they have raised $37,000 for the ALS 
Society of BC. In 2018, their team 
played 263 holes each over 17 hours 
and 50 minutes. They had 76 birdies, 6 
eagles including one hole-in-one by Mr. 
Schaal, and a total of 4,158 strokes.

“We just keep moving,” Mr. McClain 
said when asked how they manage to 
keep the momentum up for that many 
hours of play. He said one of the tricks 
is they each have their own golf cart, 

and they bring extra pairs of shoes and socks. Fresh socks after hours of play, 
Mr. McClain confided, are a wonderful feeling.

But it is worth it to support the cause, he was quick to add.

“It’s a way to give back,” he said. “And I love playing that much golf, that fast. You 
don’t ever get to go that fast … For me personally, I love just not having to think 
as much, going with instinct and pulling the trigger.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

To donate, go to www.golfathonforals.com.

2018 Golfathon at Copper Point

Copper Point golfers have epic day for ALS
E-Know | June 28, 2019
Over an almost 18-hour period, five Copper Point Golf Club – Ridge Course 
professionals golfed 1,004 holes, taking 3,279 strokes, with 124 collective birdies 
and four eagles on Tuesday, June 18.



Brian Schaal (241 holes), Scott McClain 
(241 holes), Dennis Bradley (216 holes), 
Dale Moore (90 holes-injury) and Kevin 
Bennett (216 holes) played the epic day of 
golf as part of the 14th annual PGA of BC 
Golfathon for ALS.

A fundraiser as well as awareness raising 
event, the golfathon at Copper Point has 
so far raised $6,850 which is only $150 
shy of their goal.

The course made “a huge shout out to 
Brett Wilson for challenging us again and 
supporting our efforts totalling $3,000! 
This is close to him as his mother passed 
away from ALS. We would love to blow 
our goal out of the water in the following 
weeks as folks can still donate online 
under Copper Point Golf Club.

“It is important to recognize that our efforts not only support patients suffering 
from ALS but also supports the family members of those suffering.  Please help 
us raise more money and awareness for the ALS Society of BC and we, as proud 
PGA of BC members, will continue to use our bodies in the GolfathonforALS until 
we find a cure,” said Scott McClain – PGA of BC Head Golf Professional.



COWICHAN GOLF COURSE
Cowichan Valley golfers taking on ALS
BC Local News | June 6, 2019

Golf pros across B.C. are taking on ALS 
this month by golfing as many holes as 
they can in a single day, and two local 
courses are in the mix.

Arbutus Ridge pros Andrew Hajer and 
Jayme Young will take part in the PGA 
of BC Golfathon for ALS on Thursday, 
June 13, and Norm Jackson and G.P. 
Denomme of the Cowichan Golf Club 
will hit the links on Friday, June 14.

“We’ll be out there at the crack of dawn, golfing as much as we can, sprinting 
across the course,” said Denomme, who isn’t a pro but has been effected deeply 
by ALS and has taken part in the Golfathon before.

The Golfathon will transition later that day into a fun tournament, also in support 
of ALS, with a shotgun start at 3:30 p.m.

“There will be a whole lot of golfing that day,” Denomme said.

Denomme’s dad died from ALS in 2006, when Denomme was just 12 years old. 
He did the Golfathon in subsequent years, and got back into fundraising recently. 
He is also the coordinator for the Mid-Island ALS Walk, which takes place in 
Parksville this Sunday.

“I’m glad to be back and doing as much as I can to help individuals and families 
effected,” Denomme stated.

Sixty per cent of the funds raised goes toward patient care, and 40 per cent goes 
toward research and development.

“It’s all in the name of bridging the gap for what people can afford on their own 
and what they need to live their life comfortably,” Denomme said. “That’s what 
we’re trying to achieve.”

For more information about the Golfathon and how to donate, visit www.
golfathonforals.com. To register for the tournament on June 14, call the Cowichan 
Golf Club pro shop at 250-746-5333. For more about the Walk to End ALS, visit 
walktoendals.ca



CROWN ISLE GOLF COURSE
Crown Isle Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 14, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as 
many holes as possible.

Crown Isle Golf Course 

On June 12th, Rod Prieto and Evan 
Webber started their Golfathon at 
5:15AM, playing until 9:15PM. In total, 
the duo golfed 144 holes throughout 
the day.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons 
that carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in 
arms, legs, mouth, throat and 
elsewhere; typically the person 
is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. 
There is no known cause or cure 
yet, but there is hope through the 
ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon 
for ALS provide crucial support 
services to ALS patients and 
their families, friends, and 
caregivers. 

Help support your local golf 
professionals to raise awareness 
and funds for the ALS Society of 
BC. 

Please Donate  
www.golfathonforals.com 



FAIRVIEW MOUNTAIN GOLF CLUB
Golfing since 4:30 a.m., team still going strong
Oliver Chronicle | June 12, 2019

Four local golfers are going full bore to 
see how many rounds of golf they can 
play for a really good cause.

Mike Fredericks, Thierry Martine, Rob 
Tadey and Justin Brandt from Fairview 
Mountain Golf Club have been golfing 
since 4:30 a.m. today to raise money for 
people living with Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease.

ALS is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder 
that affects the person’s motor neurons 
that carry messages to the muscles 
resulting in weakness and wasting in 
arms, legs, mouth, throat and elsewhere. 
Typically the person is immobilized within 
two to five years of the initial diagnosis. 
There is no known cause or cure yet, but 
there is hope through the ALS Society of 
BC.

During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. Fairview Mountain is one of over 30 golf courses in 
BC participating in the 14th Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.

Fredericks, Martine, Tadey and Brandt are managing to play a round of golf every 
hour. Now that’s fast!

By the way, Tadey scored a hole in one on #3.

Thierry Martine tees off during yet 
another round at Fairview Mountain 
Golf Club during the annual ALS 
golfathon, which started at 4:30 this 
morning. He was joined Rob Tadey, 
Mike Fredericks and Justin Brandt, 
who are still playing strong. (Photo by 
Lyonel Doherty)



Mike Fredericks makes a quick putt 
during the ALS golfathon today. 
(Photo by Lyonel Doherty)

From left, Mike Fredericks, Rob 
Tadey, Thierry Martine and Justin 
Brandt take a second out of their 
golfathon to pose for a picture. They 
couldn’t stop too long because they 
were very busy raising money for 
people suffering from ALS. (Photo 
by Lyonel Doherty)





FERNIE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Fernie, Windermere pros golfing for ALS
E-Know | June 5, 2019

During the month of June (and into 
July), golf professionals will golf 
from sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise 
awareness and funds for the ALS 
Society of BC, they will golf as 
many holes as possible.

Golf pros as Windermere Valley 
Golf Course and Fernie Golf Club 
are joining in on June 17 and July 2 
respectively.

The Windermere Valley Golf Course and Fernie Golf Club are two of over 30 
golf courses located across B.C. participating in the 14th Annual PGA of BC 
Golfathon for ALS, along with Copper Point Golf Club and St. Eugene Golf 
Course, as regional courses taking part.

On June 17 golfers Michael Midyette and Scott Lawlor will tee off at Windermere 
and on July 2 Kenny Maki and Max 
Sherwood will tee off at Fernie.

“On behalf of the Association, I am 
extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for 
ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of 
BC patient services,” said Donald 
Miyazaki, Executive Director of the 
PGA of BC. “Throughout our 13 
years of participation, the efforts 
of countless Golf Professionals 
and Volunteers have helped raise 
over $1.6 million. The program has assisted tens of thousands of individuals 
throughout British Columbia affected by this deadly disease. I am confident that 
with the continued support of our members, 2019 will be yet another successful 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 

Fernie Golf Course



is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC.

Please donate.  www.golfathonforals.com.

Fernie pro golfs 126 holes straight for ALS
E-Know | July 17, 2019

During the month of June, PGA 
of BC professionals will golf from 
sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise 
awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf 
as many holes as possible.

On July 2, the Fernie Golf Club’s 
Kenny Maki started his one man 
Golfathon at 6:30 a.m.

Throughout the day he golfed 
a total of 126 holes, which 
included nine birdies. During 
Maki’s last round he was 

drenched by a downpour of rain and ended his day at 7:30 p.m.

“I enjoy participating in the Golfathon for ALS annually,” said Maki, PGA of 
Canada Associate Golf Professional at Fernie Golf Club. “It is a wonderful way 
to give back and to learn some more about this illness. I am aware of the impact 
that ALS can have on friends and family and hope to do whatever I can to aid 
them. I would like to thank everyone who made donations, the PGA of BC for 
getting me involved, and all of the other professionals in BC for donating their 
time to this cause.”



Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC.



GALLAGHER’S CANYON GOLF CLUB
Kelowna golf pros to come out swinging against ALS
The Daily Courier | May 31, 2019
Two Gallagher’s Canyon pros will be golfing from sunrise to sunset June 27 in 
the 14th annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.

Lee Alarie and Jason Jurimae will be swinging their clubs at Gallagher’s Canyon 
Golf Resort in Kelowna, one of 30 golf courses taking part in the event.

Alarie is Gallagher’s director of golf and golf academy instructor. Jurimae is the 
golf shop manager and an academy instructor.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless golf 
professionals and volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million,” said Donald 
Miyazaki, executive director of the PGA of BC, in a news release.

Pro golfers swing for ALS
Castanet | June 3, 2019

Professional Golfers are headed 
to the Okanagan to support those 
living with ALS.

During the month of June, the 
pros will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to raise awareness and 
funds for the ALS Society of BC, 
they will golf as many holes as 
possible.

The Gallagher’s Canyon Golf Club 
is one of over 30 golf courses located across B.C, participating in the 14th Annual 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.

“On behalf of the Association, I am extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of BC patient 
services,” said Donald Miyazaki, Executive Director of the PGA of B.C.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless golf 
professionals and volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout British Columbia.’’



Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis.

There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is hope through the ALS Society 
of B.C.

Kelowna golf pros play 188 holes in 15 hours to raise money 
for ALS
Kelowna Now | July 5, 2019

Not even storms could stop Lee 
Alarie and Jason Jurimae’s annual 
golfathon.

Alarie and Jurimae played 188 holes 
in 15 hours and that total could have 
been a lot higher if it wasn’t for six 
hours of storm delays.

The local golf pros hit the links at 
Gallagher’s Canyon Golf Club shortly 
after 5 a.m. on June 27 in an effort to 
raise awareness and money for ALS.

“This is mine and Jason’s sixth 
year doing the golfathon together,” 
said Lee Alarie, director of golf at 
Gallagher’s Canyon.

“We are pleased and honoured to participate in the Golfathon for ALS. Thank 
you to the members of Gallagher’s Canyon for their donations and continued 
support.”

Throughout the day, there were three lightning storms that passed over the golf 
course, forcing the duo to pause their progress multiple times.

Around 4:20 p.m., there was a significant hail storm that forced the golfers to take 
cover.



They called it a day at 8:10 p.m., just 25 
minutes after lightning struck 100 yards from 
where they were standing on the course.

“Fingers crossed for better weather next 
year,” said Alarie.

You can still donate to support Alarie and 
Jurimae’s golfathon and the battle against 
ALS by clicking this link.

Stormy skies limit golfers’ charity effort
The Daily Courier | July 5, 2019
Sometimes, for charity, 18 holes is not enough. The ALS Golfathon comes to 
golf courses across the province in June and July. Golf professionals play from 
sunrise to sunset, completing as many holes as possible to raise money for the 
ALS Society of BC.

Lee Alarie and Jason Jurimae had a few challenges when they played June 27 at 
Gallagher’s Canyon in Kelowna. Despite facing six hours of delays and having to 
dodge hail and lightning, they managed to complete 188 holes.

“Fingers crossed for better weather next year!” said Alarie, PGA of Canada head 
golf professional and director of golf at Gallagher’s Canyon.

The Okanagan Golf Club will play host to the next local instalment of the 
Golfathon on July 10. Proceeds provide crucial support services for ALS patients 
and their families, friends and caregivers.



GLACIER GREENS GOLF COURSE
Glacier Greens Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 1, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise 
to sunset to support those living with 
ALS. To raise awareness and funds 
for the ALS Society of BC, they will 
golf as many holes as possible.

Glacier Greens Golf Course

On June 28th, Bill Kelly, Brian Wise 
and Nick Torrie hosted their Golfathon 
from 5:00AM to 8:00PM. Throughout 
the day, the trio collectively golfed 612 
holes, which included 12 eagles and 
150 birdies.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), 
also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, is a fatal neurodegenerative 
disorder that affects the person’s 
motor neurons that carry messages 
to the muscles resulting in weakness 
and wasting in arms, legs, mouth, 

throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five years 
of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is hope 
through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 



HIGHLAND PACIFIC GOLF COURSE
Highland Pacific Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 18, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Highland Pacific Golf Course

On July 16th, Jeff Palmer and Callum Ashby started their Golfathon at 5:10AM. 
Throughout the day they received a lot of verbal support from members playing 
on the golf course. The duo ended their day at 8:47PM, and golfed a total of 150 
holes which included 16 birdies.

“It was an honour and a privilege to host the Golfathon for ALS,” said Jeff Palmer, 
PGA of BC Executive Golf Professional and General Manager at Highland Pacific 
Golf Course. “It’s a great opportunity that generates a lot of awareness in our 
facility, and gives us a chance to talk more in depth about [ALS]. It’s effective and 
feels good!”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 



HIRSCH CREEK GOLF & WINTER CLUB
Hirsch Creek Golf pros raise over $3,000 for ALS
Northern Sentinel | July 5, 2019

Hirsch Creek Golf and Winter Club went 
one better this year during the fourth 
Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.

Executive pro Winston Michell was 
joined by head pro Dan Martin during 
the gruelling day-long challenge to raise 
fund for the ALS Society of BC.

The two started off early on the morning 
of Wednesday, June 26, choosing to 
battle each other in a 10-round 180-hole 
match.

“I must admit that with two us playing it 
was slower. On top of that the course was busy later on with the nine-and-dine, 
but Dan moved pretty quickly for an old guy,” said Michell.

“The match actually went to the last hole in the tenth round where I won ‘one up’.”

The duo managed a staggering 11 rounds of golf – 198 holes – when the sun 
setting forced them back to the clubhouse. Michell and Martin raised over $3,000 
through pledges from club members, friends and family.

The Golfathon is held by the PGA of BC across the province, with over 30 golf 
courses participating in the one-day event.

PGA of BC executive director Donald Miyazaki said over the 13 years the 
association has been organizing the Golfathon it has raised over $1.6 million, 
providing crucial support services to ALS patients, their families, friends and 
caregivers.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere.

Typically the person is immobilized within two to five years of the initial diagnosis 
and there is no known cause or cure yet. The most notable person to have lived 
with the disease is British physicist Stephen Hawking who died in March last year.

Dan Martin putts while Winston Michell 
lines up his shot. (Photo by Gerry 
Leibel)



KAMLOOPS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Golfathon for ALS returning to Kamloops
Kamloops This Week | May 23, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will swing the sticks from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), attempting 
to play as many holes as possible to raise awareness and funds.

The Kamloops Golf and Country Club will participate on June 13, with general 
manager Alec Hubert taking to the links. Dan Latin, Rick Shick, Brian Wornstaff, 
Brett Greenman and Dakota Nettles will take part at Mount Paul Golf Course on 
June 25.

ALS, also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a fatal neurodegenerative 
disorder that affects a person’s motor neurons, which carry messages to the 
muscles, resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, mouth, throat and 
elsewhere.

The person is typically immobilized within two to five years of the initial diagnosis.

There is no known cause or cure.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide support services to ALS patients 
and their families, friends and caregivers.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless golf 
professionals and volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million,” said Donald 
Miyazaki, executive director of the PGA of BC.

“The program has assisted tens of thousands of individuals.”

Kamloops Golf & Country Club raising funds for ALS through 
annual Golfathon
CFJC Today | June 13, 2019
The general manager of the Kamloops Golf and Country Club spent his entire 
Thursday on the course.

The annual ALS Golfathon teed off at the Kamloops club with Alec Hubert starting 
before sunrise at 4:00 a.m. along with his colleage Brett Burgeson.

It’s Hubert’s third time racing against the clock for this PGA of BC initiative for 



Lou Gehrig’s disease. He 
hopes to play a personal 
record 16 rounds.

“I played 14 rounds two years 
ago and 15 rounds last year, 
and my goal today is to try 
to get 16 rounds in,” said 
Hubert, who took a short 
break from the marathon to 
speak with CFJC Today. “It’s 
a hot one. It’s the hottest day 
I’ve had doing this, so it’s 
going to be a challenge.”

According to the ALS Society 
of BC, there are about 400 patients living with ALS at any one time. Executive 
director Wendy Toyer says in 2018, the society supported 485 ALS patients, 131 
of which passed away from the disease. In the Thompson-Okanagan, the ALS 
Society of BC supports about 40 patients a year.

Hubert says he doesn’t have a personal connection to ALS. But he feels it’s a 
good cause to support.

The PGA of BC says $1.7 million has been raised by golf pros across the 
province since the initiative launched in 2005.

Kamloops Golf & Country Club GM Alec Hubert 
took part in the ALS Golfathon on Thursday, 
hoping to complete 16 rounds. (Photo by CFJC 
Today)



Hubert, Burgeson complete golfathon to raise money in fight
against ALS
Kamloops This Week | June 26, 2019
Golf professionals across the province are playing from sunrise to sunset in June 
to raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society of BC.

Alec Hubert and Brett Burgeson of Kamloops Golf and Country Club began their 
golfathon at 4 a.m. on June 13 and wrapped up at 9:45 p.m.

They combined to golf 486 holes for a total score of 1,951, which included three 
eagles and 85 birdies.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is 
a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons, which 
carry messages to the muscles.

People who contract the disease are typically immobilized within two to five years 
of initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet.



MAYFAIR LAKES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 28, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the ALS 
Society of BC, they will golf as many holes 
as possible.

Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club 

On June 26th, Brian Coe and Nicole 
Jordan began their Golfathon at 4:30AM. 
Together they golfed 350 holes, and ended 
their day at 9:45PM. The duo had a total 
score of 1491, which included 28 birdies. 

“Both Nicole and I are so proud to take 
part in the PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS,” 
said Brian Coe, PGA of BC Head Golf 

Professional at Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club. “Lending our muscles, and 
raising funds to support a cause that hits close to home for both of us. Being our 
8th year participating we set out to beat our 
last year’s record of 190 holes each. While 
weather and daylight didn’t quite allow us to 
accomplish this goal we are still very proud 
to do our part in support of the cause. We 
would like to thank everyone who generously 
donated and came out to support us and look 
forward to participating again in 2020!” 



MCCLEERY GOLF ACADEMY
McCleery Golf Academy Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 13, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise 
to sunset to support those living with 
ALS. To raise awareness and funds 
for the ALS Society of BC, they will 
golf as many holes as possible in 
one day. 

At the McCleery Golf Club in 
Vancouver, Dan Axford, PGA of BC 
golf professional held his Golfathon 
on June 11th.  He was supported by, 
McCleery Pro Shop Manager, Kim 

Cooper and Jason Smith, Head Golf Professional who donned the green caddy 
bib requesting play through throughout the day of the golf. Dan’s fastest round of 
18 holes was played in under 1.5 hours, shooting par! 

Later in the day, Will Tyldesley, junior golf student joined in, hitting a drive so 
straight it landed on the white center line on the fairway (pictured on the right). 
Together, Axford and Tyldesley golfed 165 holes, scoring a total of 426, with 2 
eagles and 12 birdies. 

“It was a real team effort,” said Dan Axford, PGA golf professional at McCleery 
Golf Academy. “Thank you to all 
of the staff and guests for how 
supportive they were all day!”

The total raised for their efforts was 
$25,533.25.  



MOUNT BRENTON GOLF COURSE
Doing his Best for ALS
Lady Smith Chronicle | June 27, 2019

Mount Brenton Golf Club pro tests 
the limits in golfathon fundraiser

Most people consider one round 
of golf enough of an endurance 
test. To do 10 in one day is just 
unfathomable.

But Mount Brenton Golf Club 
pro Jan Best did precisely that, 
completing 10 rounds of the 
course amounting to 180 holes 
Monday, June 24 in the annual 
Golfathon for ALS fundraiser.

Best has put himself to the 
extreme golfing test each of the 

last nine years as part of the Professional Golfers Association of B.C.’s support 
for those affected by amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and their families.

Golfers have been going from sunrise to sunset on specially designated days 
throughout June to raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society of BC while 
golfing as many holes as possible.

Best is more than happy to lend his support.

“It seems to be a well-publicized event nowadays and people are getting really 
creative with their ways of doing the golfathon,” he said.

Best’s day began at 2:20 a.m. when many were still in their early stages of sleep. 
With a newborn at home, he’s used to an erratic schedule, but even this was 
pushing the limits just a little bit.

“I got up, fed the baby and came straight to the golf course,” said Best.

He started on the course at 3:48 a.m., determined to beat last year’s total of eight 
rounds with two more.

It’s still dark at that time, of course, even during the first days of summer.

“You know your swing well enough,” Best reasoned. “You can tell where your ball 

Jan Best keeps hammering the ball through 
10 rounds of golf at the Mount Brenton Golf 
Club. (Photo by Don Bodger)



goes.”

By about 4:15, “it’s pretty much playable,” he added.

“It’s so silent out there that time of day, you can tell when your ball hits the 
green.”

As people started to come onto the course later, Best would simply play through 
until he reached the end of his 10th round around 2:30 p.m.

The enormity of the feat resonates with even the most avid golfers who are used 
to playing in a foursome where one round takes upwards of four hours.

“It throws people off because they don’t quite understand you can do 10 rounds a 
day,” said Best.

The day was a marathon in itself for him because playing time is usually limited 
while he runs the golf operation at Mount Brenton. The chances to actually play 
have been few and far between this season already.

“I think I’ve played six rounds total aside from the golfathon,” Best chuckled.

He was joined for a couple of rounds each by assistant managers Emily Adams 
and Eric Butson.

Best wasn’t just out there to bash the ball around. He was focused on results 
since some his fundraising depended on how well he played.

“I am because people are paying me based on birdies,” Best indicated. “I have to 
keep it legitimate because of that.”

His performance wasn’t quite as good as last year, but he still averaged a 72 for 
the 10 rounds. Best’s best round was the third to last with a three-under-par 68 
that followed his highest score – an 82 – on the preceding round.

“The better you play, the faster you go,” he conceded. “Hitting it down the middle 
helps your case.”

Fatigue naturally set in along the way.

“At the end, the last one was a bit of a tough one,” Best noted. “That’s totally 
normal.”

He estimates his fundraising total will be just shy of $3,000.



Sod flies on Jan Best’s fairway shot. 
(Photo by Don Bodger)

Jan Best tees off on No. 14 during 
golf-a-thon. (Photo by Don Bodger)

Emily Adams puts her putter to work on 
the 17th green. (Photo by Don Bodger)

Emily Adams follows the path of her 
tee shot. (Photo by Don Bodger)

Mount Brenton Golf Club pro Jan Best 
hits a fairway iron shot toward the 
green. (Photo by Don Bodger)

Jan Best maintains his technique 
on long golf-a-thon. (Photo by Don 
Bodger)



MOUNT PAUL GOLF COURSE
Mount Paul Golf Course raising money for ALS Society of BC
CFJC Today | June 25, 2019

June is a month dedicated by 
the PGA of BC to raise money 
for ALS. On Tuesday, another 
local golf course is taking part in 
the fundraising effort.

Dan Latin, and other 
professionals at the Mount Paul 
Golf Course, are taking turns 
playing a long stretch of golf. 
The ALS Golfathon started at 
4:30 in the morning. Raising 
money for ALS is personal for 

Latin and his family.

“Obviously a great cause,” said Latin. “It’s something that we’ve had experience 
here first hand. A friend of my son’s, his father had ALS. It’s just something, it was 
a good fit for us.”

Mount Paul has been participating in the ALS Golfathon since it started in 2005. 
There is no fundraising goal, 
but Latin says there is a limit 
on rounds for the old bunch at 
the course.

“Not 16 18-hole rounds, that’s 
for sure,” joked Latin. “It would 
put me in traction.”

Earlier this month, general 
manager at the Kamloops Golf 
& Country Club Alec Hubert 
played a personal-record 
16 rounds during its ALS 
Golfathon.

The initiative has raised 
$1.7 million dollars since its 
inception.

Photo by CFJC Today

Owner of the Mount Paul Golf Course Dan Latin 
took part in the ALS Golfathon on Tuesday. 
(Photo by CFJC Today)



Mount Paul golfers help in fight against ALS
Kamloops This Week | July 4, 2019
Dan Latin, Rick Shick, Brian Wornstaff, Brett Greenman and Dakota Nettle of 
Mount Paul Golf Course played a total of 315 holes on June 25 to raise funds 
and awareness for the ALS Society of BC.

They began at 4:30 a.m. and finished at 9:15 p.m.

Golf pros from across the province took part in the golfathon throughout June.



QUILCHENA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Quilchena Golf & Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 5, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Quilchena Golf & Country Club

On June 3rd, Victor Vianzon, John Vu, Jay Zhang, and Nancy Chow began their 
Golfathon at 7:15AM. Throughout the day they golfed 369 holes altogether. Victor 
played until 12:45PM while John, Jay and Nancy finished at 6:00PM. Prior to the 
Golfathon, donations were collected online throughout the month of May and 
into June. On the day of the Golfathon, they had two volunteers, Jim Gordon and 
Brian Oseki, who helped them throughout the event.

“I started doing the Golfathon in 2008, and ever since then I participate each 
year,” said Victor Vianzon, PGA of Canada Head Professional at Quilchena Golf 
& Country Club. “Although the holes I golf are a little less and less each year, 
from 99 holes to 90 holes, 90 to 80 holes, and so forth, I look forward to this 
every year. It’s fun; I’m happy to help, and it’s for a great cause.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting 
in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically 
the person is immobilized within two to 
five years of the initial diagnosis. There 
is no known cause or cure yet, but there 
is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS 
provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and 
caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals 
to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate. www.golfathonforals.com



RICHMOND COUNTRY CLUB
Two Richmond events to support fight against ALS
Richmond News | May 10, 2019
Two events coming up in Richmond hope to go some way to finding a cure for 
ALS, also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease.

A fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s muscles, resulting 
immobilization within two to five years of the initial diagnosis, there is no known 
cause or cure yet, but there is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

The first event in Richmond geared towards raising awareness and much-needed 
funds is the Richmond Vancouver Walk to End ALS, which takes place at 10:30 
a.m. June 1 at Garry Point Park (registration at 9 a.m.).

The walk raises money to help fund equipment loan programs across B.C. and 
patient services. 

For more information on the 
event and how to donate, email 
RichmondVancouverWalk@ALSbc.ca.

The second event is on June 10, when the 
14th Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS 
takes place at Richmond Golf and Country 
Club.

During the month of June, golf professionals 
across the province will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS.

And to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as many 
holes as possible.

The Richmond club is one of over 30 golf 
courses located across B.C. participating 
in the event, with local pros Robbie Woods 
and Graham Ogden teeing up at sunrise.

Proceeds from the golfathon provide crucial 
support services to ALS patients and their 
families, friends and caregivers.
You can donate online at GolfAthonForALS.com.



Richmond Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 12, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as 
many holes as possible.

Richmond Country Club 

On June 10th, Robbie Woods, Graham 
Ogden and Dan Yoon started their 
Golfathon at 5:30AM. They started off 
at a fast pace, and before 9:30AM they 
had completed four rounds in less than 
four hours. By the time they finished at 
7:00PM they had collectively golfed 279 

holes, with three eagles and 83 birdies.

“We are so proud to support and be a part of such a great cause. This event is 
held close to our hearts because all three of us have lost someone to ALS, so it’s 
a special day for us,” said Graham Ogden, PGA of Canada Class ‘A’ Associate 
Professional at Richmond Country Club. “The support from our members is 
tremendous, everyone is always on board, easily letting us play through. My 
body is sore, and my hands are sore, but it’s definitely worth it. There’s no better 
way to raise money. This is the third year Robbie and I have participated and we 
are very prideful; not only is it a blast, but 
we love helping generate awareness and 
raise funds for the ALS Society of BC.” 



SEYMOUR GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
ALS Golfathon
Global News | May 25, 2019
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS is gearing up for its 14th annual campaign. Wendy 
Toyer, from the ALS Society of BC, and Dale Schienbein, from Seymour Golf Club, 
explain more about the charitable event.

Seymour Golf & Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 28, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from 
sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise 
awareness and funds for 
the ALS Society of BC, they 
will golf as many holes as 
possible.

Seymour Golf & Country Club

On June 25th, Dale 
Schienbein and Lenny Cyr 
started their Golfathon at 
4:50AM. Throughout the day 

staff members Trevor McLean, Andrew Ripley, Lindy Miyashiro and Mitchell 
Catania joined in for various rounds. Collectively, Schienbein and Cyr golfed 148 
holes, and scored a total of 599. At 10:30PM the duo ended their day with one 
eagle and 22 birdies. 

“I am very proud to report that through your support we were able to raise a new 

Sam Schienbein, Dale Schienbein, Lenny Cyr, 
and Mitchell Catania. (Photo by Blair Shier)



record, $28,885.00 (and pledges are still coming in) for the ALS Society of BC,” 
said Dale Schienbein, PGA of Canada Head Golf Professional at Seymour Golf 
& Country Club. “Over the past twelve years, Seymour continues to lead the 
province, raising over $295,000 for the ALS Society! Thank you so much! Please 
know that you are making a difference both for ALS patients, and in the lives of 
their family members!”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 

Thank You Letter from Dale Schienbein
Good Afternoon,

Please accept this thank you as my appreciation for your donation to the ALS Golf-A-Thon that 
I participated in just over a week ago. To date I have received 158 pledges (a new record) from 
Members and Staff of Seymour G&CC, friends and fellow golf industry associates.  Thank you!!!

I started my day with a 3:30 alarm call and teed it up Thursday morning at 4:50 with one of my 
Associate Professionals, Lenny Cyr (Lenny has had some shoulder problems but still played 57 
holes, Trevor, Andrew, Lindy and Mitch also joined me for my various rounds as well).  Last year I 
remember being on the 5th green when the sun rose but this year we found ourselves on the 8th tee 
when the sun officially broke over the mountains!  We played our first round in 2 hours and 10 mins!  I 
eventually called it quits at 10:28pm and had played 91 holes!

The weather was outstanding all day but the first round was a bit cooler than we expected so 
sweaters and jackets were needed but soon we were in shirt sleeves!  It rained the day before and 
the day after so we definitely were fortunate with the weather!  The day was sunny, warm and was 
probably the best weather I have experienced for any of the last 13 Golf-A-Thons. 

Most importantly, I am very proud to report that through your support we were able to raise a new 
record $28,885.00  (and pledges are still coming in) for the ALS Society of BC.  Over the past twelve 



years, Seymour continues to lead the Province raising over $295,000 for the ALS Society!! Thank you 
so much!!!!!  Please know that you are making a difference both for ALS patients and in the lives of 
their family members!!

How was the golf you are wondering? 

I had rounds of 79-78-71-76-76 (and a birdie on the extra hole -#13 … there was a backup on the 
14th tee and no one was behind us on our 3rd round so we went back and played the 13th hole a 
second time) for an average of 76.0.  With the busyness of this season, these were my third through 
8th rounds of golf this year.  My short game wasn’t very sharp and I made a lot of “middle of the 
fairway” bogeys but that’s what you get when you don’t play much – funny how this game gives us 
what we deserve!!   All in all, it was an enjoyable experience and it sure beats working in front of a 
computer!!

Some additional fun facts:

• Special thanks go out to Hugh Lewis and his daughter Finnley who brought Lenny and I Starbucks 
teas after our second round and later in the day they showed up with drinks and McDonalds 
Quarter Pounders for us.  Being Professional Athletes we of course passed on eating them ….  
Haha not likely, they went down all too easily!  Thank you Hugh and Finnley!!

• Lenny played 57 holes and had 8 birdies and 1 eagle … wow I wonder what those numbers would 
be like if he was able to play the entire day!?

• Lenny had rounds of 75-72-72 for an average of 73.0
• I went through 5 water bottles!
• I lost one ball and made 1 double bogey
• Hit it into the left fairway bunker on the first hole 4 out of my five rounds!  Wow it is so much an 

easier hole if you play from the grass versus the sand into the first green!
• I packed food for the day and was able to keep the wildlife out of the small cooler.  I am pleased to 

say they were shut out from dining with my compliments!
• I used 8 sand and seed bottles and exhausted two power carts
• I had 14 birdies and unfortunately no eagles
• Total elapsed time of golf was just over 17.5 hours
• I played a round on Friday with some Industry Associates and it seemed strange that I walked off 

the 18th hole and that was it… there were no more additional holes to be played!
• Went through 4 Advils which was an improvement over past years so that was gratifying!
• I wore a Fitbit and achieved my normal daily 12,000 step goal by the 14th hole of round 2
 o   Total number of steps was 38,149 steps
 o   Climbed the equivalent of 116 floors
 o   Burned off 4,847 calories 
 o   Walked a total of 16.74 miles (even though I did ride in a cart for the 91 holes)
• Made my final putt of the day for birdie on 18 (50 footer) but couldn’t see it go in as it was too dark!
• Andrew, Mitch, Lindy and myself teed off on the back nine at 8:45pm and played the last three 

holes in the pitch black of night.  Coming up the 18th hole I remembered back to Junior golf days 



when you inevitably finished playing in the dark.  Remarkably none of us could see our shots on 
the last three holes but no one lost a ball and didn’t have any trouble hitting good shots! 

• Aside from a few aches and pains, the next day was a regular day – just a little tired
• Similar to past years, I had hoped I would play more holes than e-mails received that day.  I 

am happy to say I did achieve this goal (but it was close) with 78 waiting for me on Wednesday 
morning!!  Aughhh!!

I am hopeful to collect the pledges over the next couple of weeks.  Your pledges can be settled via 
a charge to your Seymour Club account, a check made payable to the ALS Society of BC or cash.  
For the Seymour Members who are receiving this email, if you wish your pledge be charged to your 
Seymour account, we hope to have this charged on your July statement.  If you would rather pay 
via cash or check (assuming you haven’t given us prior direction) kindly reply to this e-mail with your 
wishes.  For those of you, who have already settled your pledge, thank you.  (I am sending this note 
to everyone who made a pledge - I recognize some of you may have already dropped off your pledge 
money, given us direction to charge your Club account or made your donation through the ALS 
website).

Here is a brief message from Ms. Wendy Toyer the Executive Director of ALS Society of BC:

“Words cannot adequately express my sincere gratitude for your outstanding support of people living 
with ALS in British Columbia. It is because of your support the ALS Society of BC can offer numerous 
services to enhance the quality of life for people living with ALS throughout BC and the Yukon at no 
cost to them, and with no wait list.  Without support, the cost per family would be between $150K - 
$250K in direct and indirect costs throughout the course of the disease. 

To give you some idea as to how much we can do with the funds that are raised, with $10,000, we 
can: 

purchase 3 pieces of lift equipment or service 10 power wheelchairs for equipment loan program, 

send 10 children of ALS patients to Camp Alohi Lani, 

or provide 89 medical appointment trips to those patients who are unable to provide transportation 
themselves. 

It is because of your support,  ALS BC can dare to dream big!  Thank you.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you.  Your support is making a huge difference in the lives of 
people affected by ALS.

Warmest regards,
Wendy Toyer, Executive Director
ALS Society of BC

Thanks again for your support!!!  The ALS Society of BC will be issuing tax receipts and sending them 
directly to each of you.

Kindest regards,
Dale Schienbein



SKEENA VALLEY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Skeena Valley Golf & Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 12, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society of 
BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Skeena Valley Golf & Country Club

On June 10th, Germain Francoeur began his one man Golfathon at 4:45AM, and 
finished at 8:55PM, golfing for a total of 16 hours. Prior to the Golfathon, Germain 
promoted the event and raised funds by asking members to donate $1 for every 
hole and $2 for every birdie. At the end of the day he had 39 birdies and was able to 
complete 180 holes, with a total score of 716 coming in under Par. 

“It rained all day, but surprisingly it wasn’t so bad, even after 10 rounds,” said 
Germain Francoeur, PGA of Canada Head Professional at Skeena Valley Golf & 
Country Club. “On average, each round was about an hour and a half, and the last 
round lasted three to four hours. It was tiring and exhausting, but definitely well 
worth it to help a good cause!” 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a 
fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that carry 
messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, mouth, 
throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five years of 
the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is hope through 
the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the ALS 
Society of BC. 

Please Donate. www.golfathonforals.com 



SPALLUMCHEEN GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Spallumcheen Golf & Country Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 26, 2019

During the month of June, golf professionals 
will golf from sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise awareness and 
funds for the ALS Society of BC, they will golf 
as many holes as possible.

Spallumcheen Golf and Country Club

On June 24th, Addison Lovsin hosted his 
one man Golfathon from 4:35AM to 9:05PM. 
Throughout the day he golfed a total of 234 
holes, which included seven eagles and 40 
birdies.

“I’m happy to support a great cause,” said 
Addison Lovsin, PGA of Canada Member 

and Assistant Professional at Spallumcheen Golf and Country Club. “It was very 
fun. The members were very supportive, and for some of the rounds I had a few 
competitive matches with the staff.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a 
fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the 
person’s motor neurons that carry messages to 
the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in 
arms, legs, mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically 
the person is immobilized within two to five years 
of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause 
or cure yet, but there is hope through the ALS 
Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide 
crucial support services to ALS patients and their 
families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise 
awareness and funds for the ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 



ST. EUGENE GOLF RESORT & CASINO
Local pros ready to tee off for Golfathon for ALS
The Drive FM | May 29, 2019

Staff at the St Eugene Golf Resort and Casino 
have a long day ahead of them come June 
27th.

Golf Pros Cindy Soukoroff and Chris Medford 
are once again supporting the Golfathon for 
ALS fundraiser.

The Golfathon runs from sunrise to sunset, 
with the local golfers setting a fundraising goal 
of $5,000.

Soukoroff says they will golf 180 holes over 
the course of the day, with proceeds from the 
event supporting services for ALS patients 

and their families.

“You won’t see us first thing in the morning most likely. Last year, we started at 4 am 
in the dark and golfed past 10 pm,” Soukoroff says. “We played 180 holes of golf 
each, so ten rounds last year.”

Soukoroff says the event hits close to home for the resort and one of their patrons.

“One gentleman was just here a couple of weeks ago that is into year two now of his 
diagnosis,” Soukoroff says. “Its great that his friends are able to bring him out here 
year after year for now. We’re just glad that we can be a part of this.”

You can make a donation here.

The event will also see golf pros at Copper Point in Invermere and the Fernie Golf 
Club take part.

St. Eugene pros to golf for ALSBC
E-Know | May 31, 2019
During the month of June, PGA of BC professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS.

To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society of BC, they will golf as many 



holes as possible.

St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino is 
one of over 30 golf courses located 
across B.C. participating in the 14th 
Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for 
ALS on June 27, with pros Cindy 
Soukoroff and Chris Medford teeing 
off to raise funds.

“On behalf of the Association, I 
am extremely proud of the PGA 

of BC’s involvement with the Golfathon for ALS, benefiting the ALS Society 
of BC patient services,” said Donald Miyazaki, Executive Director of the PGA 
of BC. “Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless golf 
professionals and volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout British Columbia 
affected by this deadly disease. I am confident that with the continued support of 
our members, 2019 will be yet another successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide 
crucial support services to ALS patients and their 
families, friends, and caregivers.

Help support your local golf professionals to raise 
awareness and funds for the ALS Society of BC.

Three St. Eugene pros golf 603 holes for ALS
E-Know | July 9, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals golfed from sunrise-to-sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they golfed as many holes as possible.

On June 27, Cindy Soukoroff, Chris Medford and Michael Pearson (pictured) 



started their Golfathon at 4 a.m. at St. 
Eugene Golf Resort & Casino.

Throughout the day the trio played a total of 
603 holes.

During one of their rounds, Pearson hit a 
ball that bounced off the top of a golf cart 
Medford was driving. The ball landed near 
the hole, where Mike scored an eagle. At 
10:15 p.m. they ended their day with 12 
eagles and 180 birdies.

“The Golfathon is a great charitable cause,” 
said Chris Medford, PGA of Canada 
Associate Golf Professional at St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino. “We love 
spending the time doing it.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Local golf courses to be recognized by Golfathon for ALS
The Drive FM | July 9, 2019
Local golf pros will be recognized for their support of the Golfathon for ALS.

Four courses throughout the region will be visited Tuesday and Wednesday by 
Wendy Toyer, the Executive Director of the ALS Society of BC.

Toyer will be at St Eugene Golf Resort and Casino Tuesday afternoon before 
visiting golf courses in Fernie and Invermere.

The visit is to acknowledge 14 professionals for their participation of the 
Golfathon, which saw them hit the links from sunrise to sunset supporting those 
living wtih ALS.



ALS Society of BC thanks St. Eugene golfers for supporting 
Golfathon
B.104 | July 10, 2019

Golfers at St. Eugene Golf Resort & 
Casino have done their part to help 
those suffering from ALS.

Three golfers played 201 holes of 
golf in one day, equivalent to playing 
slightly more than 11 eighteen hole 
courses, as part of the Golfathon for 
ALS.

ALS Society of BC executive director 
Wendy Toyer says local golfers 
throughout the region have raised 
over $3,000, which is being used to 

make things easier for ALS patients by eliminating wait lists.

“From the time we get a request, it will be two business days until a piece of 
equipment is delivered or what ever the service is that they’re looking for,” 
Toyer says. “That’s really important because things change with ALS, it’s not  
something that you can wait weeks or months. It has to be instant.”

Toyer says it’s important to keep striving to end ALS as it can happen to anyone 
at anytime.

“Right now we currently do not have any type of treatment for ALS, so 
unfortunately it is fatal.” shes says. “We’re working collectively with the 
Federation of ALS Societies across Canada to raise money for ALS research.”

The St. Eugene Golfers were Cindy Sokoroff, Chris Medford, and Michael 
Pearson.

Toyer will be visiting other golf courses involved in the Golfathon for ALS in 
Fernie and Invermere Wednesday.

It was originally started by a single golfer in Comox who raised $7,000 by himself.

Over $3,000 was raised online to support the cause through the local courses.



SURREY GOLF COURSE
Surrey Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 2, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Surrey Golf Club 

On June 30th, Mark Gamache and Derek Whipple began their Golfathon at 
6:50AM. Throughout the day, the duo collectively golfed 108 holes and finished at 
8:50PM.

“I’m happy to be a part of the ALS Golfathon again,” said Derek Whipple, 
Product Specialist at Titleist. “This is the Surrey Golf Clubs first year doing it, 
and I’m happy to bring Mark and the Surrey Golf Club on to help raise funds and 
awareness.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 



TALKING ROCK GOLF COURSE
Talking Rock Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 2, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from sunrise to 
sunset to support those living with ALS. 
To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as 
many holes as possible.

Talking Rock Golf Course

On June 25th, Nathan Grieve and Harris 
Stoneman began their Golfathon at 
4:00AM. Together they golfed 400 holes, 
and ended their day at 8:30PM. The duo 
had a collective score of 1585, shooting 
17 under par, which included two eagles 
and 83 birdies. Prior to the Golfathon, 
some of the members of Talking Rock 
Golf Course pledged that they would 
donate $5 per birdie, and other various 
amounts per hole. 

“We would like to thank all of the pass 
holders and guests of Talking Rock for 
their amazing support leading up to the 
event and on the day of,” said Nathan 

Grieve, Golf Operations Manager at Talking Rock Golf Course. “ALS is a cruel 
disease that limits the mobility of so many, and we hope we can help be a small 
part towards a much bigger solution to support those that are diagnosed.”

Staff member Michelle Cox, Nathan 
Grieve, Harris Stoneman, and Staff 
member Taryn Bell.



THE OKANAGAN GOLF CLUB
Okanagan Golf Club pros golf 630 holes in 1 day to raise 
money for ALS Society of BC
Kelowna Now | July 19, 2019

The PGA of British Columbia’s Golfathon 
for ALS continues its summer tour and 
last week it stopped at the Okanagan 
Golf Club.

Five pros teed off at 4:59am with a goal 
of playing as many holes as possible 
and they certainly delivered.

Lee Ranger, Connor Kozak, Austin 
Bosquet, Sam DeSira and James 
Grassie managed to play a combined 
630 holes in 16 hours.

During the nine rounds, which were all 
played with either three or four of the 
pros, they combined to record 76 birdies 
and six eagles.

Their lowest best-ball score was 59 in 
round seven, but the group also shot 60 
in round 

four and recorded three 61s.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide 
crucial support services to ALS patients and their 
families, friends and caregivers.

You can still support the Okanagan Golf Club’s 
fundraising efforts by clicking this link.

Sam DeSira, Aries and Lee Ranger.



THE RISE GOLF COURSE
Vernon courses swing in support for ALS
Vernon Morning Star | June 7, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will swing from 
sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise 
awareness and funds for 
the ALS Society of BC, they 
will golf as many holes as 
possible.

Locally, the Rise Golf Course 
and Spallumcheen Golf and 
Country Club are two of more 
than 30 golf courses located 
across B.C. participating in 

the 14th Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS June 24.

Addison Lovsin is playing at Spall, while Mike Van Horne, Chad Scott and Steven 
Coulthard will be playing at The Rise in Vernon’s ALS Golfathon.

“On behalf of the Association, I am extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of BC patient 
services,” said Donald Miyazaki, Executive Director of the PGA of B.C.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless Golf 
Professionals and Volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout British Columbia 
affected by this deadly disease. I am confident that with the continued support of 
our members, 2019 will be yet another successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically, the person is immobilized within two to 
five years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there 
is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.



To help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, donate by visiting www.golfathonforals.com.

Golfing for ALS
Vernon Morning Star | June 7, 2019

During the month of June, golf professionals 
will golf from sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise awareness 
and funds for the ALS Society of BC, they 
will golf as many holes as possible.

The Rise Golf Course is one of over 30 golf 
courses located across BC participating in 
the 14th Annual PGA of BC Golfathon for 
ALS.

Mike Van Horne, Chad Scott and Steven Coulthard will be taking part in Vernon’s 
ALS Golfathon Monday, June 24.

“On behalf of the Association, I am extremely proud of the PGA of BC’s 
involvement with the Golfathon for ALS, benefiting the ALS Society of BC patient 
services,” said Donald Miyazaki, Executive Director of the PGA of B.C.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, the efforts of countless Golf 
Professionals and Volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. The program 
has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout British Columbia 
affected by this deadly disease. I am confident that with the continued support of 
our members, 2019 will be yet another successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically, the person is immobilized within two to 
five years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there 
is hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

To help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, donate by visiting www.golfathonforals.com.



Vernon pro sinks hole in one in support of ALS
BC Local News | July 3, 2019

Three local professionals teed 
up more than 400 holes of golf, 
including a hole in one, in support 
of ALS recently.

Up at The Rise, Mike Van Horne 
and Chad Scott started their 
Golfathon at 5 a.m. on June 24. 
During round four, Van Horne 
scored a hole in one. Throughout 
the day the duo played a total of 
216 holes, with a collective score 
of 871. They ended their day at 
6:30 p.m. with five eagles and 39 
birdies.

“This is our first time doing [a 
Golfathon] at The Rise,” said Van Horne, PGA of BC Golf Professional and Golf 
Operations Manager at The Rise Golf Course. “Personally, I have done it four 
other times at different locations. It’s for a great cause, and we enjoy doing it. Any 
support we can offer to help the ALS Society of B.C., we will.”

Over at Spallumcheen Golf and Country Club, Addison Lovsin hosted his one 
man Golfathon from 4:35 a.m. to 9:05 p.m. Throughout the day he golfed a total 
of 234 holes, which included seven eagles and 40 birdies.

“I’m happy to support a great cause,” said Lovsin, PGA of Canada Member and 
Assistant Professional at Spallumcheen. “It was very fun. The members were 
very supportive, and for some of the rounds I had a few competitive matches with 
the staff.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers.

Mike Van Horne scored a hole in one during 
the Golfathon for ALS at The Rise on June 24.



UPLANDS GOLF CLUB
Uplands Golf Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | July 2, 2019

During the month of June, golf 
professionals will golf from 
sunrise to sunset to support 
those living with ALS. To raise 
awareness and funds for 
the ALS Society of BC, they 
will golf as many holes as 
possible.

Uplands Golf Club

On June 28th, Michelle 
McCann, Ian Stone, Justin 
Clews and Ben Griffin hosted 
their Golfathon from 5:00AM to 
8:00PM. The foursome golfed 
a total of 390 holes, shooting 

four under par, which included four eagles and 85 birdies. 

“This is our first year running the event and we raised about $16,000,” said 
Michelle McCann, PGA of Canada Associate Professional at Uplands Golf Club. 
“We have multiple members here at Uplands with ALS, and we felt we had to do 
this event to show our support for these families. Hopefully with more fundraisers 
like these, families and individuals living with ALS will get the help they need.”

Michelle McCann and Ian Stone



VANCOUVER GOLF CLUB
Vancouver Golf Club Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 20, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Vancouver Golf Club 

On June 17th, Mike Heenan, Grant Gray, Bob McCusker and Dean Kuntz began 
their Golfathon at 6:45AM, playing until 8:45PM. In total, the foursome golfed 308 
holes throughout the day which included 39 birdies.

“We had the best weather during our golfathon,” said Dean Kuntz, PGA 
Professional at Vancouver Golf Club. “Let’s keep going to find a cure for ALS.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; 
typically the person is 
immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. 
There is no known cause or 
cure yet, but there is hope 
through the ALS Society of 
BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon 
for ALS provide crucial 
support services to ALS 
patients and their families, 
friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local 
golf professionals to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.
golfathonforals.com 





WILLIAMS LAKE GOLF & TENNIS CLUB
Williams Lake Golf and Tennis Club to support Golfathon for 
ALS
The Williams Lake Tribune | June 2, 2019

The Williams Lake Golf and Tennis Club has 
once again thrown its hat in the ring as one of 
over 30 golf courses throughout the province 
participating in the 14th Annual PGA of BC 
Golfathon for ALS.

On June 12, WLGTC general manager Morgan 
Day, and members from the golf course, will golf 
from sunrise to sunset to support those living 
with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC, they will golf as many holes 
as possible.

“On behalf of the association, I am extremely 
proud of the PGA of BC’s involvement with the 
Golfathon for ALS, benefitting the ALS Society 
of BC patient services,” said Donald Miyazaki, 
executive director of the PGA of BC.

“Throughout our 13 years of participation, 
the efforts of countless golf professional and 
volunteers have helped raise over $1.6 million. 

The program has assisted tens of thousands of individuals throughout B.C. 
affected by the disease. I am confident that with the continued support of our 
members, 2019 will be yet another successful PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS.”

Day, meanwhile, has been participating in the Golfathon for ALS for several 
years, collecting pledges from course members and players along the way.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in the arms, 
legs, mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two 
to five yeaars of the initial diagnosis.

There is no known cause or cure yet.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 

Williams Lake Golf and Tennis 
Club general manager Morgan 
Day



patients and their families, and caregivers.

You can help support Day and the WLGTC in its participation at  
www.golfathonforals.com.

Taking Swings Against ALS
My Cariboo Now | June 11, 2019

Golf professionals from 
over 30 courses across the 
Province, including Williams 
Lake, will be taking part this 
month to raise awareness and 
funds for the A-L-S Society of 
BC.

General Manager Morgan Day 
and some club members will 
golf as many holes as possible 
from sunrise to sunset 
tomorrow (Wednesday).

This will be Day’s fourth time taking part in this event and he’s set himself a lofty 
goal.

“To play ten full rounds of golf, so 180 holes,” he said.

“I believe my personal best before this year was eight and a half rounds. 
Hopefully, we can make that happen all the while raising awareness and raising 
funds for the ALS Society”.

This is the 14th year for the PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS which has raised over 
one and a half million dollars.

Day said anyone who would like to make a donation can do so by stopping into 
the Pro Shop at the Williams Lake Golf and Tennis Club.

ALS also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease is a fatal neurodegenerative 
disorder that typically leaves a person immobilized within two to five years of the 
initial diagnosis.

There is currently no known cause or cure.

Williams Lake Golf & Tennis Club (Photo by R 
Dyok)



Day endures 10 straight rounds in support of Golfathon for 
ALS
The Williams Lake Tribune | June 11, 2019

Williams Lake Golf and Tennis 
Club general manager Morgan 
Day golfed from dawn to dusk 
Wednesday in support of the 
Golfathon for ALS.

The annual event, which sees 
participating golf professionals 
from throughout the province play 
from sunrise to sunset to raise 
awareness and funds for the ALS 
Society of BC while golfing as 
many holes as possible, saw Day 
play through 10 rounds, or 180 
holes, of golf.

Day, who teed off at 4:30 a.m. 
and wrapped up at 8:30 p.m. 
(16 hours of consecutive golf), 

was joined by WLGTC staff member Dayton Long for a round in the morning, 
and a round in the evening, and garnered support from several club and family 
members throughout the day.

“The back was a little sore, that’s for sure,” Day said. “But I’m feeling not too bad 
this morning [Thursday]. Just a little stiff.

“I had a lot of support from the membership.”

This was Day’s fourth year participating in the Golfathon for ALS.

He dedicated this year’s golfathon to longtime WLGTC member and supporter 
Bill Montgomery, who died recently after a 10-year battle with ALS.

“He’s been a member and a presence up at the club for as long as I can 
remember and definitely before my time,” Day said. “Bill would always pop in to 
the occasional men’s night and chat with the guys and have a beer or two. He 
was awesome to have around, and he was involved heavily with the club and 
always loved golfing. We felt the family’s support out there, for sure, from his son, 
Bryan, daughter Koralee and his wife, Elsie.”

Williams Lake Golf and Tennis Club general 
manager Morgan Day looks to drain a putt on 
hole three at the course during his fourth of 10 
rounds Wednesday for the Golfathon for ALS. 
(Photo by Greg Sabatino)



So far this year, Day said roughly $1,000 has been raised, with funds still rolling 
in.

As for his golf game, Day was pleased with his scores considering the 
circumstances.

“I shot two rounds of 64, and my worst round was a 73, so I had four rounds of 
73 or lower and six rounds in the 60s,” he said.

“Even at the end when my swing was starting to get a little loosey goosey the 
putts were still falling at the right time, so on that end it was a lot of fun and made 
it easy.”

Donations can still be made to the Golfathon for ALS, and to Day and the 
WLGTC, at www.golfathonforals.com.

Williams Lake Golf and Tennis Club general manager 
Morgan Day takes part in the annual Golfathon for 
ALS. (Photo by Greg Sabatino)



WINDERMERE VALLEY GOLF COURSE
Windermere Valley Golf Course Golfathon for ALS
ALS Society of BC | June 20, 2019
During the month of June, golf professionals will golf from sunrise to sunset to 
support those living with ALS. To raise awareness and funds for the ALS Society 
of BC, they will golf as many holes as possible.

Windermere Valley Golf Course

On June 17th, Michael Midyette, Scott Lawlor, Jack Nordquist and Ryan 
Sorensen hosted their Golfathon from 6:00AM to 10:30PM. To keep things 
interesting, the foursome made unique rules for some of the rounds, such as 
switching clubs or only using one club for the whole round. At the end of the day 
they had played a total of 1,260 holes. 

“I’ve participated [in the Golfathon] for many years,” said Michael Midyette, 
PGA of BC Head Golf Professional at Windermere Valley Golf Course. “It’s an 
amazing event to be held across BC. For numerous people to come together and 
contribute to a good cause, it truly is something great.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 

Help support your local golf professionals to raise awareness and funds for the 
ALS Society of BC. 

Please Donate.  www.golfathonforals.com 



Windermere pros play 1,260 holes for ALS
E-Know | July 8, 2019

On June 17, Michael Midyette, Scott 
Lawlor, Jack Nordquist and Ryan 
Sorensen hosted their Golfathon for ALS 
from 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Windermere 
Valley Golf Course.

To keep things interesting, the foursome 
made unique rules for some of the rounds, 
such as switching clubs or only using one 
club for the whole round. At the end of the 

day they had played a total of 1,260 holes.

“I’ve participated [in the Golfathon] for many years,” said Michael Midyette, 
PGA of BC Head Golf Professional at Windermere Valley Golf Course. “It’s an 
amazing event to be held across B.C. For numerous people to come together 
and contribute to a good cause, it truly is something great.”

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
is a fatal neurodegenerative disorder that affects the person’s motor neurons that 
carry messages to the muscles resulting in weakness and wasting in arms, legs, 
mouth, throat and elsewhere; typically the person is immobilized within two to five 
years of the initial diagnosis. There is no known cause or cure yet, but there is 
hope through the ALS Society of BC.

Proceeds from the Golfathon for ALS 
provide crucial support services to ALS 
patients and their families, friends, and 
caregivers.

Above image courtesy Golfathon for 
ALS



GLOBAL NEWS
Our BC – Global BC Community Events Calendar

Global BC is proud to partner with these featured events:

Golfathon for ALS

Multiple Dates in June

Across BC

Global BC wants you to dust off the clubs and head to the green to support ALS 
Society of BC.

The PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS is taking place at golf courses throughout BC 
during the month of June, in honour of ALS awareness month. Funds raised will 
support patient services throughout the province.

Details at GolfathonForALS.com



THANK YOU!

This year, we had over 90 golfers participate in the 14th Annual 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS! It is because of your support and 
dedication that we are able to offer the following services:

• A Day of Caring for Caregivers across BC
• Extensive Equipment Loan Program
• Transportation assistance for people living with ALS
• Support programs for caregivers and children affected by ALS
• Psychological support to people affected by ALS (patients and 

their family members)
• Web based Care Connections program
• Applied research programs
• Support from the ALS Centre Specialists
• Mobile Clinics
• Support Groups
• Increased awareness and education
• Camp Alohi Lani for youth who have a parent, grandparent, or 

guardian living with ALS



ADVERTISING & MARKETING

TV

 
PGA of BC Golfathon for ALS 30 second TV ads aired on Global TV News & BC 
1 throughout the month of June, and featured the ALS events on the Global BC 

website from mid-April to mid-May. Global BC also posted the Golfathons on 
their BC and BC1 Community event calendar during May.

RADIO

CKNW aired 180 Golfathon for ALS radio ads during the month of June.  
The reach: 1,144,386 listeners!

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEB

 
Golfathon for ALS event updates will be featured on the ALS BC Facebook & 

Twitter  
Stories and event information featured on event website:  

www.golfathonforals.com

PRINT
Local media will be informed of your effots through press releases sent out by 

ALS BC.



Thank you to the PGA of British Columbia

With great appreciation to

For supporting the ALS Society of BC

1233 -- 13351 Commerce Parkway, Richmond, B.C. V6V 2X7

Tel: 1-800-708-3228 | Fax: 604-278-4257 | Website: www.alsbc.ca

Charitable Registration # 106708985RR0001


